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UNCLASSIFIED 
17 August 1953 Peoria, Illinois 


Description 


Two civilian observers at different locations in Peoria saw an uni- 

‘» dentified flying object at 1445 CST 17 August 1953. The object appeared 
the size of a baseball vith a very brilliant white color. No trail or 
exhaust was observed and the object seemed to be suspended in the air 
end then slowly moved away. The speed of the object was unknown. The 
object was observed south of Peoria and moved off south-southeast. At 
the time of thie sighting, personnel of the 79lst AC&W Squadron, Hanna 
City, Tllinole, observed a half-moon shaped object in the same vicinity. 
Total time of observation was 30 minutes. 
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Disecuselon 


The AC&W favadron at Hanna City did not pick up any unusual tracks 
on ~wa@ar in the ac#s ventioned. Checks with local weather station for 
poasible release detersined that there were no weather balloons in the 
aren. Checks m+ witn airfields in the vicinity precluded that there 
were no aircraft in the area. Check with upper air balloon tracks re- 
veal that there «-* oa upper air research balloon over Peoria at the 


time of sightine 


Conclusion 


Was ballvon. 
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FROM: (Originator) 
1913152 AUG 53 


cesence | ACTION 
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CONDR 791ST ACUM SQ HANNA SITY IL “ 1. 
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IDENTIFICATION. CLASSIFICATION, 


791-17--02 _—s'Y tea | 
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INFO: 


| Ref your message 791-17-H--4 1/4 1723432 Aug 53. The Air Technical Intelligence Centez 
requests the following inf> ~ »»otained and ineluded on the AF Form 112 required by 
AFL 200-5: 1) Obtain asimuth and elevation readings from the observers, 2) Submit 
chart of the area pinpointing iocations of the observers. 3) Time of sighting is near 
the sebeduled balloon relewse sias. Cheek with any agencies releasing balloons in the 
area of sighting to determine pussibility of a weather balloon causing the sighting. 
4) Cheek with local air fields and determine type and location of any aircraft in the 
| area eat the time of sighting. 5) Did your radar pick up the widentified object? | 
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